St Bernadette's Catholic Primary School

Ysgol Gynradd Gatholig Santes Bernadette
| We are a Christ centred community reaching out to
others. We learn, grow and celebrate together.
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Lear, Live, Believe 7th Ma Wf'th 2025

March is a very busy time , especially in Welsh Catholic Primary schools. This week we gathered to-
gether to celebrate Mass on Ash Wednesday and as March 1st was in half term , on Thursday we cele-
brated our Eisteddfod and St David’s day. We will then come together again as a school on Monday to
enjoy World Book Day or as we are calling it Our Word Day. We then have CAFOD Family Fast Day on
14th March when we will be asking our families to contribute to the Big Lent Walk

ASH WEDNESDAY—Fr Keith and Deacon Steve came to St Bernadette's on Wednesday so we could
celebrate Mass as a school community, with children, staff, Governors,
friends and families. Fr Keith told us that Ash Wednesday is the first day of
Lent—reminding us of the forty days that Jesus spent in the desert. Itisa
good time to reflect and get close to God. As Catholics we are asked to use
this time to fast, pray and to help others. We all received our ashes in the
sign of a cross on our foreheads and the words ‘repent and believe in the
Gospel’. The ashes are an outward sign of an inner step.

'EISTEDDFOD —what an amazing day we had! The children were fabulous and
outstanding talent we have at St Bernadette’s. Our judges had such a|
ciding on the winners! Please see p2 of our newsletter to see our Bard and just s

of the pictures of the day. T
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WORD DAY/WORLD BOOK DAY—MONDAY 10TH MARCH— A reminder that it will be St Bernadette's
Word day on Monday 10th March. Children are invited to come to school as an exciting and/or adven-
turous word they have chosen—remember they need to have a clear understanding of what the word
means. Please check your parentmail or contact the school office for further information . We are also
asking the children to bring their favourite book from home to share with their peers during the day.

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
| 92.9% 87.7% 94.8% 98.7% 96.7% 93.7% 97.3% 93%

11 pupils 1 pupils 6 pupils 2 pupils 3 pupils 10 pupils | 1 pupils 8 pupils

Da iawn Bl 2 for having the highest attendance this week. Let’s see what we can do next week.




EISTEDDFOD 2025

We were delighted to crown Seb Facey-Davies as our Bard for 2025. Seb’s enthusiasm, his attitude, his
cynefin, his pleasure in the success of others all make him the perfect candidate for the Chair.
His poem ‘Dragon’s Bones’ was exceptional and the highlight of the day!

Dragons Bones

in freland No Iogendany beast roam the sky.
1IN Scotinna No dragon will aver caich YouTr ove.

in England the dragons died out years Sgo.
Vet in Vwales. there s & Mmagical beast to anow.

Unoer the waves of Wailes iay & plte of bo
Sieeping on the sand like shais, sl alo

Vet the bones ara ready for when disaster strikes ous land,
Whean this happens theyll Tise Off the Sea Sarrd.

The bones will reform with scales Snew.
O m crmoon wik rise from the briny DIVE.
It =hell drop to the ground and Bght with King Arthur,
Courageocusly batting as the NoN gels harder and hasder.

The dragon once awoke millania sgo,
i'a a good story, 17l tell vou what | know.
The dregon rose from o oo A% I descrbed,
With scarlett scalae and flery ayoes.
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in front of @ dragon, thirsty Tor blood.

The gregon from the ses wes o flash of Coursge andg crimson,
e other @ flash of white, there with NG oermission

©One arsgon from Engtand, one from Wales.
AN @vent that will be lald i meany tales.
BUI WO Wil Win the frigntiut fight,
What dragon. the Red ona. oF the VWhile.

On the days dawn Tie Whie aragon Tad,

Chased the roar of the dragon that was red.

The English dragon wenf to his very home,
A ana or . o ana gn. 5

ANd ea for the Velsh oragon. he went back to soa.
Furnea 1o none Gna reaay o Protect you ana me.
a then there's us, 2o Lcky to Ive here.
WVVIth & dreEon PBroteclton 346 very near.
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CAFID

Catholic Agency for
Oversess Development

As part of our Lenten journey at St Bernadette's, we will be supporting the work of CAFOD. Friday

14" March is CAFOD Family Fast Day. This Jubilee year, Pope Francis has called on us to be ‘Pilgrims of
Hope’. This is CAFOD’s mission - to bring your love for your neighbour to people suffering the impacts of
war, global debt and climate change and to give them the support, skills and tools they need to find

their hope for the future. We are inviting our families to take part in I
Family Fast Day this year by making a small donation to CAFOD.

Further information about Family Fast Day is available on the Cafod
website and donations can be made either by clicking on the link or by
scanning the QR code.

https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/family-fast-day

FRIDAY 14TH MARCH

Give mums like Lokho
a safety net this Lent




Meithrin

Nursery are currently reading the tale Chicken Licken. In their outdoor learning session
this week, Chicken Licken lost her eggs and the children had to find them and count up to
20 eggs to make sure we had found them all. We then made a nest for Chicken Licken out

of twigs and sticks! What fun!

 -COLLAGE

Stars of the week: Emilio & Arthur

Emilio has been very polite with his manners this week, and he has
been an amazing friends and helping others in nursery.

Arthur has been working really hard on his Welsh and has been enjoy-
ing the Eisteddfod activities.




Derbyn

This week we have been talking about how we try to grow closer to Jesus during

Lent. We received ashes after Mass on Ash Wednesday. We made our own prom-

ises for Lent and together we made two prayer phones so we can speak to Jesus
in prayer.

“Be kind” - Sophia R
“Be like Jesus” - Sophia C
“l will pray” - Maisie

Stars of the week: Frankie, Isabelle & Nainsi

~ Frankie has impressed us with her super listening skills this week. Da iawn
Frankie!

Isabelle has impressed us with her number work this week. Gwaith da Isabelle!

Nainsi really impressed us with her mature attitude using her super new glasses this week!




Biwydynn 1

The children in Bl 1 had been very busy over half term preparing themselves for our
Eisteddfod. They were given the option to take part in as many competitions as they
wished and we were so proud of how many entries we received!

One of the home tasks set was to create a 'Cynefin' board that represents them and high-
lights how they feel they belong. The children were so proud to share their boards in class
and it really helped the adults learn so much more about the children and their families.
The boards were colourful, informative and displayed the most beautiful photographs.

The children were also set the challenge of taking a photograph of one of their favourite
places in Wales. The photographs were so creative and we feel that we have some
talented photographers amongst us!
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A big thank you to all of our families for
supporting your child in taking part in this
year's Eisteddfod.

Star of the Week: Esha - Esha has settled extremely well into Bl 1

after joining us in the new year. She has made good friends with her

RIS peers; she works hard and is polite and respectful always! Esha you
are a great addition to St Bernadette's and we are so glad you are
with us. Bendigedig!




Blwydynn 2

Our Year 2 pupils have been learning about landscape artists and painting during the
Creative Arts lessons. We have learned about the importance of the background, middle
ground and foreground of a landscape painting.

I
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“We looked at lots of different landscape paintings from different centuries”. Jacob Z
“We divided our paper into 3 equal sections”. Theo
“We have used black and grey marker pens to draw the outline of our landscape”. Ravi
“We made sure that the foreground had the most detail”. Tommy
“We did some research on the sisters who collected lots of pieces of art”. Amina
“They were called Gwendoline and Margaret Davies”. Petra
“They lived in mid-Wales and had the greatest art collection of the Twentieth Century”. Esme
“They donated many Impressionist paintings to the National Museum of Wales”. Lilly-Mae
Our landscape paintings were judged as part of our Eisteddfod celebrations.

You can find out more about landscape painting if you follow this link.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrnbSty#z24n3at

Stars of the week: Treasure gives all of her attention to the teaching
in class. She can share lots of her ideas in group and class discussions
0o and is always keen to improve her understanding. Treasure is a great
~ role model, showing us all how to work hard at school. Ti'n seren
Treasure.




Biwyddyn 3
This week BI3 have been putting their scientific skills to the test! We used our investigation results to
help us identify that aluminium foil was the best material to make shadow puppets. Using this material,
we moulded our very own gladiators!

ovie to create our own battles!
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In small groups, we used torches, aluminium foil and IM
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We have also been showcasing our talents in the Eisteddfod. We had singers, musicians, handwriting,
IT and creative tasks! In our colour houses, we cheered and took part in our schools Eisteddfod. We

Seren yr Wythnos: This week in BL3 our star of the week is Kingsely.
He has worked exceptionally hard with his fractions and time numeracy.

Z/\( Keep it up! We are so proud of you.




Blwyddyn 4

Year 4 had a fantastic time during our Eisteddfod celebration. We were supportive of everyone who was
chosen to be on stage to perform and congratulated everyone who took part. We had a brilliant time
seeing the different traditional costumes and spending a day together as St Bernadettes.

d‘ together as a whole school. | enjoyed the crowning of the Bardd at
the end. It was very exciting that the winner got 50 house points
for their house”.

.‘ : | Amelia Burley: “I enjoyed all the competitions leading up to the
‘®% Eisteddfod. | enjoyed being in the
. hall with the whole school during
the Eisteddfod. It was really nice
listening to everyone's singing and
their recitations”.

Rory: “l enjoyed the art competition and Cynefin projects leading up d(
to the Eisteddfod the most. The Eisteddfod was really fun because | g8
liked seeing how everyone had dressed and hearing all their poems. ™%

It was fun cheering for my house and clapping for the other houses”. *

all the houses during the day and
cheering on everyone whowona |
*. competition or were reciting poems
on the day.”

Star of the Week: Cassie and Amelia
Cassie has worked extremely hard towards all competitions in the Eisteddfod.
H/\ We are super proud of all the hard work Cassie puts in to all areas of her learn-
¥ 4 ing. She always arrives at school with a positive attitude and shares this with her
\ peers. Da iawn Cassie




Blwyddyn 5

This week we had a fantastic time at our Eisteddfod celebration on Thursday. For two
weeks we have all worked on r‘eciTini the poem ‘Ga I Fy Mhel Nol and writing our own

Dragon poems. We have sung Welsh songs including Sosban Fach and Calon Lan and

listened to music from Bronwen Lewis and Dafydd Iwan.
Here are some pictures of the day and examples of our wonderful work.
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_/“- Seren yr wythnos this week is: Louie who has given so much
~ energy and enthusiasm towards all of our Eisteddfod tasks.
) = \ We are also extremely impressed with how he performed
~ twice on stage on Thursday, winning the solo singing compe-
tition and coming second for the Recitation competition. Da iawn Louiel




Blwyddyn 6

Ongl Project - Junior Designers

This week the pupils looked at creating
their own concept boards in response to
the words generated from their collective
mind maps. The challenge was to create
their concept board using collage. In the

afternoon the children then worked in

groups to update their 3D designs for the

outside area.
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As part of our Welsh week tasks we have
enjoyed listening to each other present
our Cynefin projects. It was really inter-

esting to find out about our different fami-
lies, hobbies and how we feel we belong.

PIC-COLLAGE

e\ .
'W ~~ Star of the week: Llongyfarchiadau to Grace for all of her efforts. Grace,
1 you are a fantastic role model and always take on new tasks with such en-
thusiasm. You impressed us this week with how you worked collaboratively in a group

and presented your concept board to the class. Da iawn Grace!
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Seren Yr Wythnos

Nursery - Emilio & Arthur
Reception— Frankie, Isabelle & Nainsi
Year 1- Esha
Year 2— Treasure
Year 3— Kingsley
Year 4— Cassie & Amelia
Year 5— Louie
Year 6— Grace



