St Bernadette's Catholic Primary School
Ysgol Gynradd Gatholig Santes Bernadette

We are a Christ centred community reaching out to
others. We learn, grow and celebrate together.

Weekly Newsletter

Learn, Live, Believe 1 9th Rhagfyr' 2025

The staff and Governors at St Bernadette’s
wish all our families, a safe, peaceful and holy Christmas and look forward to

seeing everyone again on Tuesday the 6th January.
Monday 5t January is an INSET day for staff only.

Christmas Preparation
St Bernadette’s have had a very exciting week, preparing for
Christmas. On Tuesday BI5/6 amazed everyone with their
beautiful, carol concert.

<1~ On Wednesday morning, we had our won-

{

ented musicians —the most we have ever had - performing in front of
their friends and families. Then, in the afternoon, our classes cele-
brated with Christmas parties, including a special visit from Santa!

Today, on our last day of term, we had a wonderful time together
singing carols and Christmas songs.

The school was able to say a very fond goodbye to Mr Newman. To show much how we
appreciated all his contributions to St Bernadette’s and to wish him all the very best in his

new school in Bridgend.

Loving God, thank you for the gift of Christmas. Thank you
for sending your Son, Jesus, to be with us. Help us to re-
ceive Christmas in our hearts and share it with others. We
welcome you, Jesus, Saviour of the World! Amen
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ALTAR SERVERS
The Parish is in need of people to serve at the weekend Masses as they now only have 4 regulars We
only have one child from St Bernadette’s who serves at the church, but more are needed to share the
role. If you think you and/or your child can help, please contact the parish.
Fr Keith: 07495 802 711 keith.evans@cardiffmenevia.org or

Deacon Steve: 07952 471733 steve.melhuish@btinternet.com

CHRISTMAS MASSES IN ST PHILIP EVANS
WEDNESDAY 24™ DECEMBER THURSDAY 25™ DECEMBER

5.15pm  First Mass of Christmas 10.30am  Mass of Christmas Day
8.00pm  Mass of Christmas Night

Term Dates 2025 — 2026

|

Term Begins Half term begins Half term ends Term ends

Autumn Monday Meonday Friday Friday |
2025 1/9/2025 27/10/2025 31/10/2025 19/12/2025

Spring Monday Monday Friday Friday

2026 5/1/26 16/2/26 20/2/26 27/3/26

Summer Monday Monday Friday Monday
2026 13/4/26 25/5/26 29/5/26 20/7/26

Staff Training Days for 2026 — School will be closed to children on the following days:

Monday 5™ January. Friday 22™ May and Monday 20 July 2026.

Term Dates 2026 - 2027

Term Term begins Half Term begins Half Term ends Term ends
Autumn Tuesday Monday Friday Friday
2026 1/9f20286 26/10/2026 30/10/2026 18/12/2026
Spring Monday Monday Friday Friday
2027 4/1/27 8f2/27 12f2f27 19/3/27
Summer Monday Monday Friday Tuesday
2027 s5/af27 31/5/27 4/6/27 20/7/27
* May Day Bank Holiday 3/5/27

Staff Training Days for 2026-7 — School will be closed to children on the following days:
Tuesday 1* September, Wednesday 2™ September, Friday 23™ October 2026.
3 other days to be arranged for 2027.




News from St Philip Evans Church - Spring
First Holy Communion sessions:

The next First Holy Communion sessions at St Philip Evans Church,
will be taking place after Christmas. Sessions are open to all pupils
entering year 3 in the 25/26 school year and any older children who
still wish to take their first Communion.

Sessions will run on Tuesday's from 6pm and Saturday's from
4:15pm. The sessions will typically last between 30-45 minutes.

Sessions begin on Tuesday 6" January and Saturday 10th January for
5 weeks at the times above. Children will need to attend mass every
weekend during the duration of the course.

First Holy Communion dates will be spread over two weekends, the
14™/15"™ February and the 21st/22nd of February.

Contact Teresa the church secretary for a form to enrol your child
onto the above courses.

If you have any further questions then please email Teresa
(the parish secretary): secretary@stphilipevans.co.uk




At Natienal online Safety, we belleve in smpowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information te hold an infarmed conversation about online safety with their children, should wy fesl
1t le needed. This guide locuses on one of many lssues which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Pleose vislt www nailonaleniinesafety.com lor furiher guldes, hints and tips fer adults

| .whatpai-eﬁts & Carers Need to Know about & *
SETTING UP APPS, GAMES
e AND SOFTWARE

Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas trees this
yedar. However, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and
enabling the safety features, there are still potential hazards in the apps, games and software that
children will want to install and use. Knowing what to look for and discussing those risks with your child
may help avoid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping
this year's presents doesn’t unleash any unexpected dangers.
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BIS&BI6 Carol Service

On Wednesday afternoon the pupils in Years 5&6 led us through a beautiful
Carol prayer service. We were reminded that at Christmas we welcome Jesus,
the light of the world, until then, we are waiting in joyful hope for the coming

of Jesus into the world.
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Meithrin & Derbyn
Nursery and Reception have had a very festive week together. Enjoying
their Reindeer run and a very special visit from Father Christmas.
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Stars of the week Reception: All of Reception for trying their best
every day.

Star of the week Nursery: Connor: Connor has come such a long way in such

a short amount of time. He is a popular member of the class, loved by both staff and
children alike. Connor is loving and caring, with a beautiful smile that truly lights up the room. He en-
thusiastically joins in and contributes to all activities, including story time, circle time, and Monster
Phonics. Connor especially loves spending time in the outdoor area, where he enjoys running and

playing with all his friends. Connor is a most valuable member of our nursery — a well-earned Star of
the Week!




2 Blwydynn 1

holidays! The children have been full of festive cheer and creativity,
making beautiful Christmas cards and decorations to take home and

S 2 hang proudly on their trees. Their imagination and effort have truly
° O shone through, and we’re so proud of their hard work.
To end the week in style, we celebrated with a fantastic Christmas party!
The children danced, played games, and enjoyed a delicious spread of party food together. We

also had a special visit from Santa and his elves. It was a joyful way to finish the term, and the
smiles and laughter said it all.

o) 0]
‘ ‘ ‘What a wonderful final week we’ve had in Year 1 before the Christmas

We'd like to thank you for your continued
support this term. The children have
achieved so much, and we look forward to
seeing them back in the New Year, ready
for more exciting learning adventures.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

S

Seren Yr Wythnos: Eleanor - Eleanor has been a trouper this term! She
0o has worked so hard and her progress speaks volumes! She never fails to
AP make us smile and we are proud of all her achievements this term. Ben-
digedig Eleanor!




Blwydynn 2

Year 2 - Christmas party and Reindeer Run

Year 2 have had a very fun and festive week. The Reindeer run was
a huge success, and the children showed resilience and hard work
running for a full half an hour. The Christmas party was full of joy
and laughter, lots of party games and Christmas crafts to get us
into the Christmas spirit.

PIC-COLLAGE

Star of the week: This week in Year 2 everyone is star of the
T week. You all have all tried exceptionally hard this term. We
<

wish you all a very Merry Christmas!




Blwyddyn 3
Year 3 have had an extremely busy first term. We have enjoyed our first topic ‘one planet, our world’.
We have enjoyed our final week of 2025 by celebrating with Christmas jumpers, party food and party
games. We are all ready for a well deserved break over Christmas.

u% = e -\

AN A -
Jacob J - “We have been learning about the world we live on and the different continents we have.
We have also looked at the possibility of life on different planets such as Mars”.

Joshua - “I liked writing a persuasive letter to Mrs Williams asking for more playtime. | enjoyed learn-
ing different techniques to help make it persuasive”.

Lily-Mae - “I liked joining up with year 4 for the harvest prayer service and the advent prayer ser-
vice”.

Poppy — “I liked the reindeer run for charity. It was really fun running through the snow machine”.

Stars of the week: All of Year 3

Everyone has worked so hard this term it is impossible to choose just
0o one person. | am extremely proud of you all and | know you will contin-
R ue this hard work for the remainder of the year.




Blwyddyn 4

This week, Year 4 took a very special trip to the post box! We proudly sent
off our letters to the Prime Minister, bringing our Blue Abyss topic to a close.
Each letter showcased the key features we've been learning in our writing les-
sons, and we even included images of our fantastic Blue Abyss homework. The
children were so excited to see their hard work heading off on a real journey!

We've been sharpening our map skills with a festive twist. Working in small
groups, the children tracked Santd's travels across different countries. They
identified which continent each country belongs to and explored the popula-
tion figures. Together, we labelled maps and located key information, building
confidence in using atlases and globes.

As we wrapped up our final topic of the term, we took time to reflect on eve-
rything we've achieved. Year 4 shared what they enjoyed most, the new skills
they've learned, and what they're looking forward to next. Excitement is al-
ready building for our upcoming topic on The Normans!

It has been a truly fantastic first term in Year 4. The children have worked
incredibly hard and should be proud of all they've accomplished. We are espe-
cially looking forward to meeting our linking school in January, which promises

to be another exciting opportunity for learning and friendship.

Star of the week: This week, everyone in Year 4 is our Star of the
00 Week! Their fantastic efforts, enthusiasm and hard work throughout the
term have not gone unnoticed.
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Blwyddyn 5

What a final week of the Autumn term Year 5 have had. Full of Christmas spir-
it and sprinkling joy wherever we can. We have delivered a beautifully tradi-
tional Carol Concert, taken part in a sponsored Reindeer Run and enjoyed a

cosy Christmas film afternoon with snacks.

Llongyfarchiadau to this young man in
year 5 who was awarded ‘Junior Male
of the Year’ for his Judo club. We are
very proud of you and your hard work
and determination.

Seren yr Wythnos in blwyddyn 5: Daiawn to all of Blwyddyn 5 for
your efforts and enthusiasm throughout this first term in Year 5. The pro-
gress you have made has been wonderful to witness, as has seeing your

personalities, confidence and maturity grow. Nadolig Llawen to you and
your families. See you in 2026!




Blwyddyn 6

Christmas Carol Service

We were delighted to hold a Christmas carol service on Wednesday
for the school and our families. It was a wonderful way to celebrate
our last week in school together.

Achievements Outside of School

Wonderful news to begin the week that this gymnastics star
took part in a competition over the weekend as part of a

y Welsh Gymnastics competition. In her competitions she re-
ceived a gold and two bronze medals.

Reindeer Run

Much fun was had on
Tuesday morning, running
with our friends and a few
surprise visitors for our
‘Reindeer Dash’ to raise
money for City Hospice.

The sun was shiningand S8 s SR S & e
s - . > ' PICSCOLLAGE 4

the snow was falling as we
made our way around the playground. Well done BI6, you certainly brought the joy for
our run!

Star of the week: Seren yr Wythnos

Llongyfarchiadau to all of the pupils in BI6 for their efforts this week in pre-
paring for our carol service and all the hard work throughout the term. Da

iawn, you have made us all very proud!




Seren Yr Ythnos

Nursery - Connor
Reception — All of Reception
Year 1 —Eleanor
Year 2 — All of Year 2
Year 3 — All of Year 3
Year 4 — All of Year 4
Year 5 — All of Year 5
Year 6— All of Year 6

13



SUPPORT OVER THE FESTIVE PERIL
GEFNOGAETH DROS Y NADOLIG .

If Christmas is a hard time for you, it's important to remember
that you are not alone.
Os mae Nadolig yn amser anodd i ti, mae'n bwysig cofio
nad wyt ti ar ben dy hun.

0300 102 1234

Hopeline 24/7

0800 068 41 41
Text: 88247

Samaritans

116 123

Childling

0800 1111

onout

Text 'SHOUT to 85258

Gardiff Food Bank

02920 484120
info@cardiff.foodbank.org.uk

GALL 20/T

0800 132 737
call@helpline.wales

Safer Wales

02920 220 033

Beyond Blue

1300 22 4636




hristmas Holidays

2025 to 2026!

Week 1

Monday 22nd Tuesday 23rd Wednesday 24th | Thursday | Friday | Saturday 27th
Christmas Crafts Cardiff Play Session Colouring Club
Llanrumney | and Treasure Hunt 1lam - 1pm For All Family Lego Fun
Hub 1.30-3pm 11am - 12pm Closed | Closed 11-12.30am
Calming Space
Retro Arcade 2-4pm Closing at 1pm Retro Arcade
Games Games
4-5pm 3-4pm
Rhyme-time Colouring Club
St Mellons Christmas Crafts 10.30-11am For All Puzzles and
Hub and Treasure Hunt (0-4yrs) 1lam - 12pm Closed | Closed Games
11am -12.30pm Family Lego Fun ' 2.30-3.30pm
Closing at 1pm
2-3pm
Puzzles and Games
Rumney Hub Colouring Club Christmas Crafts 1lam - 12pm Family Lego Fun
For All and Treasure Hunt Closed | Closed | 11am -12.30pm
2.30-3.30pm 11lam -12.30pm Closing at 1pm

This document is available in Welsh / Mae’r ddogfen hon ar gael yn Gymraeg.

Christmas Holidays

2025 to 2026!

Week 2

15

Monday 29th Tuesday 30th Wednesday 31st | Thursday Friday 2nd Saturday
Winter Coffee Puzzles and
Llanrumney | Colouring Club Winter Crafts Morning Games Family Lego
Hub For All 11.30am -1pm | 10.30am - 12.30pm | Closed 10.30- 11.30am Fun
1.30-2.30pm 10-11.30am
Closing at 1pm
Retro Arcade Retro Arcade
Games Games
4-5pm 3-4pm
Rhyme-time Colouring Club
St Mellons Winter Crafts 10.30-11am 11lam - 12pm Story-time Puzzles and
Hub 11lam - (0-4yrs) Closed 11-11.30am Games
12.30pm EamliGisoiEin Closing at 1pm (0-4yrs) 3-4pm
2-3pm
Puzzles and Games Family Lego
Rumney Colouring Club Winter Crafts 11am - 12pm Fun
Hub For All 11lam - 12.30pm Closed Closed 11lam -
2.30-3.30pm Closing at 1pm 12.30pm
This document 15 available in ae'r ddogien hon ar gael yn Gymraeg.



SCHOOLS FAMILY ADVICE |
SOUTH WALES

Citizens Advice Cardiff & Vale

provide free, confidential and

impartial advice on a range of @ :‘:.'§:5.3§;§.. ;:.:3
areas including debt, benefits,

housing, employment and
family.

If you or your family need help,
please scan the QR code and 2800 00, 08 “eselitel o
complete the referral formand  [RCRORRCRRCURF OFt RORC

one of our team will be in touch. @ :fE':::E: XN R TTT

CONTACTUS

02921111272
moondance@cacv.org.uk
Caerdydd a

Monday - Fricay o 4| e o Pt
dam - 5pm




FAMILIES LEARNING TOGETHER

Following the successful’ Read together, Grow Together’ course run in school for our
families this term, we would like to introduce a new program all about ‘Story Sacks’.

This is aimed at our families with children from Nursery to Year 2 and will start at 1pm
on Monday 12" January at St Bernadette’s.

About the Course

Story Sacks is a creative and interactive program designed to help parents and carers sup-
port their child’s reading in fun and engaging ways. This course is built around the much-
loved children’s book The Very Hungry Caterpillar and uses stories, props, and playful ac-
tivities to:

e Boost children’s confidence and imagination

e Strengthen early literacy skills

Foster a lifelong love of reading

To book your place, scan the QR code on the form below to complete an online form, or
email Families Learning Together on families@cavc.ac.uk

Families Learning ...
Together -

Story Sacks

St Bernadette’'s

Monday 12th January
1.00pm

For parents f Carers /
Grandparents of pupils in
Reception to Year 2

Come along to find out more

Fun sessions for you and yowur
child Get involved in:
Making fun resovuvrces to

share, create your own story
sack, learm new ideas to

support reading &

imagination. Gain an Agored
Qualification, become a
student, get student discount.

Make new friends.

Contact us on
families@cavc.ac.uk
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